e CHAPTER 13 » DEPLOYMENT TROOP

In the second half of 1969 I got a very welcome and sought after transfer to
Deployment Troop. Its role was mainly to establish long range, high capacity
radio communications from more forward areas. 104 Sig Sqn used those links to
provide encrypted teleprinter services and telephone networks. Such
communications were more hidden from enemy ears and in the case of
telephone more direct, timely and informal.

The radios were housed in purpose built “Shelters” shown in the photo top right
and worked back to similar set ups, especially on Nui Dat Hill, which we also
provided.

The official Signals Corps Vietnam War painting below (from Pronto Website)
shows 104 Sqn linesmen connecting up one of our shelters (left foreground,
note the characteristic aerials) to their Comms Centre in

an Armoured Personnel Carrier (mid right in the . — , _ I

picture). The Chinook helicopter is bringing in another
shelter
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“What Have You Become?”

L

* RPG = Rocket Propelled Grenade

* * Splintex rounds, a close range anti personnel weapon, blasted out hundreds of
small metal darts, a bit like carpenters nails with little fins.




Yippee shoots
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No VC, No VC




Nui Dat (SAS) Hill
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[E. CLYDE SLA
Macclesfield,
anced

K
and
Ordnance

Tau:

@ happy Christmas and

king! of you

- brothers

PTE. MALCOLM
LINKE, .of Nuriootpa,
2nd Advanced Ordnance

‘Depot, Vung Tau: “Hello

Mum, and my

and sisters.
Here's hoping you have
New Year. I should have
d time

PTE. PETER REN-
SHAW, of Crystal Brook,
5th Company RAASC,
Vung Tau: “Best wishes
and a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year to
Mum and Dad and the
family. Best wishes to all
my friends at home.”

CPL. Mal SHEPHERD,
of Port Pirie, Advanced
Ordnance Depot, Vung
Tau: “Hi, Joan, Rose,
Bill, Kym and Ian, Hope
you are all OK. Am
burstipg to get home.”

93

SIGNALMAN REX
FISHER, of Port Pirie,
110  Signals  Squadron

- Vung Tau: “Best Christ-

mas wishes to Mum and
Dad and all at home.
Thanks for parcels and
letters and I'll see you all
soon.”

104 Sgqn Mates

PTE. NEVILLE CHAL-
MERS, of Kielpa, 5th
Company, RAASC, Vung
Tau: “How jare you Mum
and  Dad, Trev and
Janine and all the folks

at home Hope you all

have a gooq Christmas.
Tl be having as good a
one as possible.”

‘Merry

SIGNALMAN  GLEN
MICKAN, of Coonalpyn,

‘a3 member of 110 Signals

Squadron, Vung Tau: “I
wish Mum and-BPad and
the rest of the family and
friends and relatives a
1 Christmas and a
Happy New Year.” ¥




Long Binh - Saigon
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- This Wasn’t a False Alarm, well

a bit of it was
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